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Customs’
agents arrested
over RM33m
duty fraud
MACC sources say the
7men conspiredwith
car owners to submit
false information in
order to pay lower taxes.
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LUXURY CAR DUTIES RING

MACC NABS
7 CUSTOMS
AG E N T S
They are alleged to have been involved in a
scheme which saw luxury car duties
illegally reduced, with RM33m in losses

FARAH SOLHI
KUALA LUMPUR
farah. s olhi@nst.com.my

THE Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commis-
sion (MACC) has de-
tained seven men al-

leged to have been involved in a
s cheme which saw luxury car
duties illegally reduced, costing
RM33 million in losses.

According to MACC sources,
all seven are customs agents,
aged between 30 and 60.

They were detained at the
MACC Kedah office between
5pm and 10.30pm on Thursday
night, when they went in to have
their statements recorded.

A source said Alor Star mag-
i s t r a te  Nu r s h a h i d a  A b d u l
Rahim allowed the commis-
s i o n’s application to remand all
the suspects for four days until
July 17.

It is understood that inve sti-
gations began after the Auditor
G eneral’s Report in February re-
vealed that millions in public
funds were lost by various agen-
cies due to negligence in com-

plying with the government’s
rules or procedures, as well as a
lack of proper planning for pro-
grammes, projects and activi-
tie s.

The report highlighted that
the largest portion of losses was
incurred by the Customs De-
partment, with RM72.32 million
in understated Customs duties
in the duty-free islands of
Langkawi and Labuan.

The source said all the de-
tainees were believed to have
conspired with vehicle owners
who submitted documents con-
taining false information to ob-
tain a reduction in Customs du-
ty assessments.

The MACC special operations
division has also carried out an
operation, raiding several busi-
ness premises, government agen-
cy offices and residences around
the Klang Valley and in Kedah,
Johor, Perak and Sabah.

MACC senior director (special
operations) Datuk Tan Kang Sai,
who confirmed the arrests, said
the seven were being investi-
gated for submitting false claims
under the MACC Act 2009.
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SUMMARIES
Customs’ agents arrested over RM33m duty fraud MACC sources say the 7 men conspired with car owners to submit false
information in order to pay lower taxes.
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