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19,800 litres of beers seized at Sepanggar Port 
Elton Gomes 

KOTA KINABALU: The Royal 
Malaysian Cus toms Depar tment 
(Sabah) seized 19,800 l i tres 
of Iceberg' beers w o r t h 
RM360,979.20 at t h e Sepanggar 
Por t early t h i s month . 

Sabah Cus toms D e p a r t m e n t 
Ass is tan t Director-General Siti 
Mang said t h e raid w a s made 
b y Cus toms off icers a f t e r t h e y 
spo t t ed suspic ious i t ems inside 
a conta iner as it w e n t t h r o u g h 
t h e scanner mach ine a t t h e 
Sepanggar Port on Sept 4. 

"Customs off icers were t ipped 
off of a suspic ious smuggl ing 
act iv i ty and immedia te ly 
inspec ted a con ta ine r a t t h e 
Sepanggar Port at a roundi i .3oam 
o n Sept 4. 

"As t h e conta iner w e n t t h rough 
t h e s c a n n e r machines , t h e y 
spo t t ed suspic ious i t ems and 
immediate ly seized t h e conta iner 

and found 19,800 litres of ' Iceberg ' 
beer b r a n d w o r t h RM360,979.20 
including tax," she told a p ress 
conference on Tuesday. 

Siti said invest igat ion revealed 
t h e suspect ' s m o d u s ope rand i 
w a s t o smuggle t h e beers f r o m 
ne ighbour ing count r ies t h r o u g h 
t h e Sepanggar por t by fa ls i fy ing 
in format ion on the manifests . 

"The man i f e s t shows t h e 
con ta ine r con ta ined i t ems such 
as clothings, f u rn i t u r e , shoes, 
solar l amps and steels to prevent 
f r o m being de tec ted b y C u s t o m s 
personnel a t t h e port . 

"The address of the sender was 
also fake," she said, adding t h a t 
t h e case is being inves t iga ted 
unde r Section 133(1) (a) a n d 
I35(i)(a) of t h e Cus toms Act 1967. 

Siti con t inued to urge t h e 
public t o channe l i n f o r m a t i o n 
to t h e S ta te C u s t o m s in the i r 
e f fo r t to f ight smuggl ing 
activi t ies such as cigarettes, 
liquor, f i recrackers, drugs. 

vehicles and others. 
"Smuggling not on ly h a r m s 

t h e c o u n t r y in t e r m s of r evenue 
leakage, b u t also poses a t h r e a t 
to nat ional securi ty a n d the well-

being of t h e people. 
"The publ ic can channe l 

i n fo rma t ion re la ted t o a n y 
smuggling activi t ies t h r o u g h 
t h e depa r tmen t ' s tol l-free 

line a t 1-800-88-8855 or to t h e 
neares t Cus toms off ice in all 
s ta tes . We assure the iden t i ty 
of t h e i n f o r m e r s will be kep t 
confidential," she said. 

'GSEm 'GSEm 
Siti (centre) and her officers inspecting the beers tha t were confiscated f rom the Sepanggar Port early this 
month. 
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SUMMARIES
KOTA KINABALU: The Royal Malaysian Customs Department (Sabah) seized 19,800 litres of Iceberg' beers worth
RM360,979.20 at the Sepanggar Port early t h i s month. Sabah Customs Department Assistant Director-General Siti Mang said
the raid was made by Customs officers a f t e r they spotted suspicious items inside a container as it went through t h e scanner
machine at the Sepanggar Port on Sept 4.
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